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We think that the comic pieces in this little collection are 
decidedly the best, or rather we should say those in which a 
quiet humor is blended with the pathetic so as to heighten the 
effect of the grotesque without destroying the plaintive character 
of the whole. An example of this is afforded in " The Last 
Reader " ; it is evidently the kind of writing in which the author 
lakes most pleasure ; and if he should find room for poetical 
pursuits in the caresof his profession, we hope that this graceful 
style will be his choice. At the same time we must allow that 
his more comic pieces are exceedingly entertaining ; particularly 
the lines upon the Comet, which is irresistible for its humor, and 
at the same time contains one or two passages of great power. 
The incident so well related in " The Height of the Ridiculous " 
might be fact, not fable. 

We have not time to give an account of the work in detail, nor 
is it necessary ; a book so entertaining is by this time in the 
hands of a great proportion of our readers. They will agree 
with us in the opinion that the author is a man of genius, and in 
the hope that the favor with which his work has been received 
may induce him to come before the public again. There is no 
profession so engrossing as to leave no time for poetry ; and the 
mind must be of a very unmanageable sort, which any intellec- 
tual pursuit would unfit for the practical business of life. It is a 
great mistake to suppose that the best poetry proceeds from those 
who have nothing else to do. So far as profit is concerned, this 
pursuit will not be gainful ; but in all that respects happiness, 
honor, and improvement, the member of any profession will 
do wisely to make a place among his other pursuits for this. 
There are not many writers to whom we should urge this argu- 
ment ; but where a writer possesses real talent and great powers 
of entertainment, no such prejudice ought to deprive the world 
of the enjoyment which he is able to give. 



7. — Manual of Classical Literature, from the German of J. J. 
Eschenberg, Professor in the Carolinum, at Brunswick. 
With Additions. By N. W. Fiske, Professor of the 
Latin and Greek Languages in Amherst College. 
Philadelphia; Key & Biddle. 1836. 8vo. pp. 664. ~ 

This work is divided into five parts, embracing the Archae- 
ology of Literature and Art, the History of Ancient Literature, 
Greek and Roman, the Mythology of the Greeks and Romans, 
Greek and Roman Antiquities, and Classical Geography and 
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Chronology. Each of these important subjects is methodically 
and luminously presented. No single volume, however, would 
contain all the matter, which some would wish to see em- 
bodied in such a manual. It is, therefore, a very special recom- 
mendation of this work, that while it is sufficiently complete in 
its outlines, and ample in illustrations, to answer the purposes of 
constant reference, it continually suggests to teachers and to 
students the advantages and the means of more extended re- 
searches. 

In the first general division of this work, the intelligent reader 
will be particularly interested in the sections upon the Archaeol- 
ogy of Art. Every professional man ought to be acquainted with 
such facts, as are here adduced in illustration of the origin 
and progress of " sculpture," " lithoglyphy or gem-engraving," 
" painting," and " architecture" ; and yet very little, if any, in- 
struction upon these subjects is ever furnished in most of our 
seminaries of liberal education. In the Archaeology of Litera- 
ture, also, there is much information upon topics which do not 
often find a place in the exercises of college, but of which no one 
should be ignorant, who would sustain any reputation for intel- 
lectual accomplishments. 

The History of Ancient Literature is just what students have 
wanted. The Greek and Roman authors are classified and 
chronologically arranged in their respective departments. The 
biographical sketches and critical remarks, although very con- 
densed and succinct, are yet sufficiently discriminating and 
particular. Perhaps no part of the Manual is more striking, as a 
display of Eschenberg's extensive erudition and cultivated taste. 
We have here the splendid results of the elaborate investigations 
of an accomplished scholar. 

It is, however, in this second division of the work, that Pro- 
fessor Fiske's improvements and additions arrested our especial 
attention. Many very valuable sections, those, for example, re- 
lating to the Greek Orators, Philosophers, and Historians, have 
the editor's mark, but are incorporated into the body of the work. 
His notes and references have also much enhanced the value of 
the original text. We should judge that he has himself been 
accustomed to pursue classical investigations with no common 
industry and success. But with no part of his additions were 
we better pleased, than his " Notice of the Hebrew, Grecian, and 
Christian writings," which, although in the Greek language, 
are not commonly included in the range of classical studies. 

The sections upon Roman or Latin authors were translated 
by Mr. Cruse, late Professor in the University of Pennsylvania. 
This gentleman, as it is stated, had actually translated the 
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whole of Eschenberg's Manual, three or four years before he 
became apprized of the undertaking of Professor Fiske. Why it 
was that he had not put his manuscript to press, we are not in- 
formed. And why it was necessary that the present edition 
should be published, before the " History of Roman Literature 
could be presented in the same form with that of the Greek, and 
with similar additions," we are quite at a loss to determine. 
But, as it seems to us, neither Professor Fiske's statement of the 
circumstances under which it is published, nor the distinct avowal 
of his own " purpose to prepare for separate publication some- 
thing more complete on the Roman Literature, if the present 
effort should meet with approbation," affords a sufficient reason 
for issuing the work, until either he himself or Mr. Cruse had 
made it as satisfactory in the department of Roman, as it is in 
that of Grecian literature. It may be, however, that we are 
entirely unreasonable in our demands ; for we have far more 
occasion to be grateful for what we have, than to murmur that 
we have no more. 

A few words will suffice for the remaining divisions of the 
Manual. We were much pleased with the views of Ancient 
Mythology and Greek and Roman Antiquities. We do not see 
how the subjects could be better treated, in a work necessarily so 
comprehensive. Here also we observe very important additions 
by the Editor. 

To give greater completeness to the Manual, Professor Fiske 
has added Part V. to the original work of Eschenberg. It com- 
prises an " Epitome of Classical Geography," taken chiefly, but 
with alterations and improvements, from an English treatise by 
W. C. Taylor; and an " Introduction to Classical Chronology," 
which will be found to contain a much larger amount of useful 
matter than its brevity would indicate. 

Professor Fiske has judged well in endeavouring " to express 
the author's meaning with strict fidelity," but "avoiding the long 
periods and involved arrangement of words and clauses, for 
which the German language is of known celebrity." He has 
thus brought out the work in the dress of a vernacular composi- 
tion, rather than that of a translation. In his general style, he 
very happily combines clearness, vivacity, and manly elegance. 

We cannot doubt that a second edition of the Manual will soon 
be demanded. In that edition we hope to see a fulfilment of the 
pledge respecting the history of Roman literature. It would 
also be an improvement, if some notices were given of the com- 
parative merits of the best editions of the classical authors. The 
" copious Index of Subjects, prepared, but necessarily excluded," 
should not hereafter be wanting. It would greatly assist us in 
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bringing into one view, all that the work contains upon a par- 
ticular point of inquiry. If one half the references to German 
authors were omitted, the loss to most readers and students 
would be very trifling, in comparison with the advantages con- 
stantly accruing from a good Index of Subjects. We presume 
that the publishers were afraid of swelling the size of the vol- 
ume, and thereby augmenting the expense. But such a change 
as that, which we have just intimated, might easily be made, 
without any detriment to any interest which ought to be con- 
sulted. We will add, however, that while the work is worth all 
that it costs, a reduction of the price is very desirable ; and we 
trust will be found among the recommendations of a second 
edition. 

Professor Fiske deserves much praise for the manner in which 
he has executed his undertaking. The American edition is 
certainly a great improvement upon the labors of Eschenberg ; 
and we are confident, that those who examine it most carefully, 
will be most prompt and unqualified in their expressions of 
commendation. 

We shall not be surprised, however, if the Manual should be 
unpopular among students, who may be required to use it as a 
text-book for recitations. The study of history and antiquities 
has constituted a part of the prescribed course of literary disci- 
pline in some of our colleges ; but, for certain reasons, has almost 
invariably proved an entire failure. It ought not so to be. We 
hope that experiments with the Manual as a book for study will 
be successful. But of one thing we are sure. Every student in 
our colleges would do well to have it upon his table for daily 
consultation. It should also be found in all our academies and 
classical schools. And whenever it is purchased by a student, 
he should retain it as one of the books of his permanent library. 
Through life he may make it a most useful companion of his 
literary toils and recreations. 



S. — The Principles of Education as applied in the Mobile 
Institute. By Norman Pinney. 

This pamphlet gives a detailed account of the Institute, under 
the charge of Mr. Pinney, as principal, and four other gentle- 
men, as professors. The principles of the system are rational, 
and the course of studies and instruction, as detailed in the book, 
seem of a very practical character. If the gentlemen who are 
engaged in carrying on the Institute, are able to put their views 



